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PRECIPITATION vs DISCHARGE

URBAN FORESTED
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Caldwell, et al., 2023
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HEALTHY FORESTS:
• Regulate precipitation
• Reduce flooding
• Reduce erosion
• Filter pollutants
• Recharge groundwater

mailto:info@southeasternpartnership.org
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CONSERVE THE 
FORESTS THAT 
PROTECT THE 
DRINKING WATER.
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SOURCE WATER

DIVISION OF 
FORESTRY: Writes 

management / 
stewardship plans

AG EXTENSION: 
Writes 

watershed plan

CONSERVATION 
GROUPS: Plan tree 

plantings and 
riparian buffer 

projects

LAND TRUSTS: 
Purchase/manage 

key parcels or 
easements

UTILITY: Adds 
$0.10 per 

meter to bills

WATERSHED GROUP: 
Conducts landowner 

outreach
PAPER COMPANY: 

Contributes money 
to buy key parcels

DIVISION OF 
WATER: Maps / 

evaluates priority  
DW watersheds

NRCS: Provides 
landowner funds 

through EQIP, 
CSP…

mailto:info@southeasternpartnership.org


Focus:  FORESTS and FOREST LANDOWNERS

To achieve maximum benefit to water quality/quantity:

• Maintain at least 60% forest cover in a watershed

• Keep forests as forests (no development)

• Keep forests managed and conserved (forest management 
plans/conservation easements)
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STRATEGY:
 Host Forests & Water Forums 
 To begin Conversations 
 And form Partnerships
 That seek Funding
 To Manage and Conserve Forested Watersheds

Since 2014, Southeastern Partnership has facilitated
18 Forest & Water Forums in 8 States.
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WHERE

SOUTHEAST STATE WATERSHED
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Arkansas Forests & 
Drinking Water 
Collaborative

TEXAS:
Texas A&M 

Forest Service

SOUTH 
CAROLINA:

SC Rural Water 
Association

ARKANSAS:
AR Forestry 

Division

FLORIDA:
FL Rural Water 

Association

GEORGIA:
GA Forestry 
Foundation

mailto:info@southeasternpartnership.org
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WATERSHED PROTECTION
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SAVANNAH RIVER CLEAN WATER FUND
• Forest/Water Collaboratives:

• Identify priority forests within priority watersheds
• Identify priority parcels within priority forests
• Target specific forest landowners

EXAMPLE:  Savannah River Clean Water Fund’s 
Conservation Planning Priority Toolkit

Weighted Factors:
• Forest Index (proximity to streams, soil erodibility, 

slope, floodplain, etc.)
• Future Land Use Projection (ICLUS data)
• Planning Budgets (using forest land values)

mailto:info@southeasternpartnership.org
https://longleafalliance.org/savannah-river-watershed-priority-planning/
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SEBAGO CLEAN WATERS (Portland, ME Water District)

COLLABORATION
Utility + land trusts + 
conservation groups + 
companies

• Formed in 2017
• Operates as water fund
• Raised $10m
• Permanent Protections
• Land Management
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https://www.sebagocleanwaters.org/
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CATAWBA-WATEREE WATER MGMT GROUP (NC)

UTILITY BUDGETS

Utilities pay dues to join group.
Some funds are used for
watershed projects.

Land acquisitions and
easements are bought with
grants and donations from
land trusts.

SoutheasternPartnership.org
Kathy Hawes, info@southeasternpartnership.org

April 24, 2024

https://catawbawatereewmg.org/
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CENTRAL ARKANSAS WATER (Lake Maumelle)

UTILITY
Watershed Protection Fee

$0.90/meter/month
Generates $2m+

Green Bond
Used for

Forest Management
 (Prescribed Burns)
Land Acquisition
Conservation Easements

HOW

mailto:info@southeasternpartnership.org
https://lakemaumelle.org/pages/forest-management-on-caw-lands/
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City of Raleigh Watershed Protection Program

Approx. $0.40/meter/month
Generates $2m+

Competitive Grant Program:
Land Trusts Compete
for Annual Grants
For Upstream Land
Protection Projects

UpstreamMatters.org
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https://raleighnc.gov/water-and-sewer/watershed-protection-program
https://www.upstreammatters.org/
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Middle
Chattahoochee
Forests & Water
Supply Forum

2017
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Conservation &
Restoration Priorities in
the Middle Chattahoochee 
River Basin

2019

Watershed Threats
Watershed Priorities
using
Watershed Management
Priority Index

SoutheasternPartnership.org
Kathy Hawes, info@southeasternpartnership.org

April 24, 2024

mailto:info@southeasternpartnership.org


20

Watershed Management
Priority Index

7 Factors:

• Slope
• Proximity to Streams
• Proximity to Ponds/Wetlands
• 100-Year Floodplain
• Soil Erodibility Factor
• Soil Group
• Soil Depth
• Land Use
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SoutheasternPartnership.org/Resources:

AWWA:  Protecting Drinking Water at the Source:
Working with the USDA Forest Service (2019)

Source Protection Handbook: 
Using Land Conservation to Protect Drinking
Water Supplies (2014)
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Videos

SoutheasternPartnership.org
Kathy Hawes, info@southeasternpartnership.org

April 24, 2024

https://southeasternpartnership.org/resources
mailto:info@southeasternpartnership.org


22

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a246bb48dd0413feea5664e/t/5f0e0d3595385c051df867f5/1594756424076/SGSFForestsWater_Infographic_v4_r4_link.pdf
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Thank 
you!

SoutheasternPartnership.org

info@southeasternpartnership.org

Kathy Hawes

SC
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