Restoring one of Georgia’s Natural Wonders:
Water Conservation and Flow Improvements in
the Skywater Springshed

Perri Cooper, Flint River Soil and Water Conservation District
Brian Clayton, Jones Center at Ichauway

Woody Hicks, retired USGS
Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper
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Background

Photos courtesy of Steve Golladay & Woody Hicks

Important site for Native
Americans, who named the
springs “Skywater”

Resort and casino opened in
1927, after traces of radium
were found in the springs

Under private ownership,
Radium Springs was a popular
recreation site

In 2010, the city reopened
Radium Springs as a publicly
accessible greenspace
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Springshed approximations courtesy of Brian Clayton, Jones Center at Ichauway
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Radium Springs Well and Test Well 3
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Springshed approximations courtesy of Brian Clayton, Jones Center at Ichauway



Our Approach

Photos courtesy of Steve Golladay and Gordon Rodgers

® Measure spring output,
monitor groundwater within
the spring shed, and monthly
water quality samples

e Explore source switching
feasibility

e Improve agricultural
irrigation water use efficiency
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Potential Water Savings
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flintriverswcd.org
smartirrigationgeorgia.com

Perri Cooper

perri@flintriverswcd.org



